[Foreign adoptions. The state of research and sequelae].
Reviewing European, American, and Australian studies about international adoptions the characteristics and motives of adoptive parents, the family climate, and the parent-child relationships are discussed. Research results about the physical, language, cognitive, social, personality, and identity development of foreign-born adopted children are presented. Data about the adoption success and behavior disorders of these children are reported. Finally, consequences for practical work are discussed.